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University College, Dublin. A Postgraduate Training Course in the Theory and Practice of Education must
necessarily afford but a limited place to the study of the History of Education. But with such students and in
such a Course it is desirable that some important historical issue in Education be worked at in its documentary
sources; and such an issue may best be sought in the History of Educational Practice within their own country.
The subject here dealt with has these qualifications, and has the further advantage that it affords an
exceptionally apposite introduction to, and basis of comparison with, the special subject treated in a further
Course for the Degree of M.A. in Educational Science, on the Development (since the French Revolution) of State
Control of Education in France, Germany, and Great Britain. The due limits of the present subject precluded any
treatment of other Irish branches of the History of Education within the period. Such are (1) the Irish Colleges
on the Continent, A.D. 1590-1789, and (2) the Schools of Irish law, history, and poetry, conducted by many
scholar-families, lingering on in one or two cases till 1750. Such families were the O Clerys in Tyrconnell, the O
Davorens of Cahermacnaughten and Noughaval in Clare (1350-1600), and the MacEgans (see Documents, Part .
No. 34), who for fifteen generations maintained higher studies in Irish at Duniry, Park, and Tullach-na-Daly in
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