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Liverpool University Press, 2012. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: Around this time last year I alerted readers to a collection of the General
Knowledge Papers sat by the unfortunate pupils of King William''s College on the Isle of Man. Regular Guardian
readers will know that they, too, are invited to take this fiendish swine of a quiz around Christmas and then wait
months before they find out the answers. As a commenter below the line pointed out last year, Wikipedia
acknowledges the di=iculty of the quiz thus: "a common score [is] just two correct answers from the list of
several hundred. The best scores are 40 to 50 for the unseen test and about 270 out of 360 for the second
sitting." (I''m not sure about these figures, though, as the quiz is composed of 18 sections of 10 questions
each.)The previous book contained all the quizzes from 1981 to 2011, during which period it had settled
comfortably into its familiar format: each section asked you not just, explicitly, to answer the questions, but to
work out what the theme of that section was in order to have a chance of answering them at all. So, for
example, in the final section of this book (apart from a bespoke quiz at the end, with entrants at a small but
significant risk of winning 1,000 of LUP books), you will have to work out, God knows how, what the connection
is between a semi-precious fluorite, the recipient of "letters of termination from females", the landlord of The
Spy-glass and the author of "Leaf by Niggle". (Among six other questions.)In latter years the quiz has evolved,
under its current sadist - I mean setter - Dr Pat Cullen, to be as near Google-proof...
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