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indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: to the inanimate environment of their possessors, to fill another book
(were half known) or stock a museum. Besides fish of ordinary size the larger species, such as rays and sharks,
are generally captured by spearing. Nowadays the spear is a piece of round bar iron, half an inch in diameter,
a rough unbarbed point at one end and with an eyehole, to which a line is attached, at the other. It is twelve feet
long, and quite small fish may be impaled upon it in twenty-four feet of water. Its use is often combined with
pearl fishing. Should the captain see a fish the spear is handed to him as he leans over the side of the canoe,
and he watches the fish through the water glass in one hand, the spear being held in the other, with perhaps
half its length in the water, more or less according to the depth. The canoe being rightly placed, a sudden jerk
sends the spear shooting downwards, and more often than not the fish is impaled at the first attempt; so little
splash is there, that it is often possible to throw it several times without driving the fish away altogether. There
are in most tropic seas certain gigantic rays or skates, whose horizontally flattened bodies are like a huge
square, ten to twenty feet across. One corner is the head, eyes above, mouth underneath, the two side corners
are fins, while to the fourth is attached...
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