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Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts and
London England, 2015. Softcover. Book Condition: New. 440
pages. Softcover. New book. SCIENCE. "Let us settle ourselves,
and work and wedge our feet downward," Thoreau invites his
readers in Walden, "till we come to a hard bottom and rocks in
place, which we can call reality." Walden's Shore explores
Thoreau's understanding of that hard reality, not as metaphor
but as physical science. Robert M. Thorson is interested in
Thoreau the rock and mineral collector, interpreter of
landscapes, and field scientist whose compass and measuring
stick were as important to him as his plant press. At Walden's
climax, Thoreau asks us to imagine a "living earth" upon
which all animal and plant life is parasitic. This book examines
Thoreau's understanding of the geodynamics of that living
earth, and how his understanding informed the writing of
Walden. The story unfolds against the ferment of natural
science in the nineteenth century, as Natural Theology gave
way to modern secular science. That era saw one of the great
blunders in the history of American scienceÑthe rejection of
glacial theory. Thorson demonstrates just how close Thoreau
came to discovering a "theory of everything" that could have
explained most of...
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Reviews

Excellent electronic book and helpful one. Better then never, though i am quite late in start reading this one. You wont
truly feel monotony at whenever you want of your time (that's what catalogues are for relating to when you question
me).
-- Ma belle Da ch III     

Very useful to all category of individuals. It is one of the most amazing publication i have got read through. You will
not feel monotony at anytime of your respective time (that's what catalogs are for about when you question me).
-- Mr . Johna thon Da ch     
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