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copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1858 edition. Excerpt: . . . a malady on
his neighbour. He is reputed to derive his knowledge by
education, but is not the bearer of a diploma, save one in his
title. The Abiadiong squats himself beside the sick man--repeats
a number of incantations--tosses strings of beads he has in his
hand, as an appeal to the spirit he invokes--rubs the beads
alternately on his own body and that of the sick man--cogitates
and decides. Sometimes the decision is settled by a little copper
palaver beforehand; and as the Egbo law gives to the possessor
of its privileges an unlimited power in this respect, it may be
imagined what scenes of blood the system creates and fosters.
Abia-bok is the title which in this country is given to a doctor of
medicine; but the Kalabarese have little faith in drugs, and
surgical operations are generally performed by the soft...
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