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Occasion of the National Fast, September 26, 1861 in the M. E. Church, Simsbury The victories of God s enemies
have always been only partial, and really savored of defeat rather than victory. The cunning of Satan
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the devastation was not as complete as he would have had it. He would have had everything useful and
beautiful destroyed, for usefulness implies reformation and beauty is heavenly. But he was disappointed. The
earth should bring forth briers and thorns, and thistles should spring up in the path of the laborer; (this was
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the exile from Eden, and beneath the ground, the myriads of crystal makers should be forming gems for future
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