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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The second session of the 109th Congress may well face decisions regarding
the preparation of U.S. military forces for stability missions, a broad doctrinal term of which a major subset is
peace operations. A November 28, 2005, Department of Defense (DOD) directive that designates stability
operations as core missions of the U.S. military marks a major shift on the future necessity of performing
peacekeeping and related stability operations (also known as stabilization and reconstruction operations). For
over a decade, some Members of Congress expressed reservations about U.S. military involvement in
peacekeeping operations. The Bush Administration initially opposed such missions and took steps to reduce the
commitment of U.S. troops to international peacekeeping. This action reflected a major concern of the 1990s:
that peacekeeping duties had overtaxed the shrinking U.S. military force and were detrimental to military
readiness (i.e., the ability of U.S. troops to defend the nation). Many perceived these tasks as an inefficient use of
U.S. forces, better left to other nations while the U.S. military concentrated on operations requiring high-
intensity combat skills. Others thought that the United States should adjust force size and structure to
accommodate the missions. The events of September 11, 2001, brought new concernsto .
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